WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF

| spent my childhood running barefoot across the
fields of Wiradjuri Country and Yuin Country,
t:l:l'nl}u'ingwar mdcy Dharawal Cﬂunh’:,:, and
exploring the red sands of Kamilarei Country and
Kaurna Country, all while lecking for the ultimate

animal — the reptile! Whether it was a lizard, snake or

turtle, | wos on it.

Growing up, | learned the Eurcpean names for
reptiles. But as a proud Kamilarei man | wanted to
know what these reptiles wers really called. What

did my people call them before white man came here
and gave them new names that often didn't properly
reflect their characteristics or the roles they play on
Eﬂl.ll‘ltl"_.l'?

For this book, | worked with the support and
permission of Elders and Traditional Owners to use
the First Nations nomes for all 68 reptiles includad
hers. Perhaps you might like to ask the Eldars, or
the Aboriginal officer at your school, what the local
names are for the animals where you live?

So why are traditional names important? Well,
sometimes the English names for reptiles are
misnoemers. lake a brown snoke, for example.
They're not always brown! Or what about a tiger
snake? They don't always have stripes! Or what
about a northern death adder? They aren't

EWEn an ﬂddﬂ'l’l

But it's about more than that. Thers were ariginally
aver 260 different First Nations language groups
across this land that is now called Australia, with
B00 different dialects. But colenisation tried to
destroy our cultures and ocur languages, so that
many are endangered, and some languages no
longer have any speakers and are considered
sleaping. There are now only around 123 languages
still spoken and, according te Australian Institute
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
(AIATSIS), 14 languages are strong, while the
remaining languages are endangered.

For some of these Nations, this book has been part
of language revitalisation. Each mob has thair

own name for these animals and some groups have
multiple names for the same species, for example

depending on the age or sex. However, for this book
we explore 20 language groups and use their names
for the reptiles that live on their Country.

DEADLY REPTILES!

| worked with Elders like Uncle Ted Fields to find the
Garilaraay name of the western sawshelled turtle
— Ngaaybaay. This is the first time this name has
been published — how cool is that? | also warked with
Yuin Elder Uncle Warren Foster to create a name for
the endangered broad-headed snake - Yuga-maga.

Deadly, right?

First Nations languages are now being taught in
classrooms, and dictionaries are being developed.
Videos on Youlube share Language in the same way
our ancestors probably did around the fire. This back
is part of that journey. By making these reptiles’
names more widely known, we can strengthen the
link to thousands of years of knowledge. And we

can use the lessons of the past to better protect our
species for the future.

For over 65,000 years, First Nations peoples have
cared for cur animals, just like they have cared for
Country. More than ever — when we are dealing with
climate change and invasive species — we need this
knowledge to help protect cur reptiles. Then future
generations will be able te enjoy them, just like cur
ancestors did.

This book contains [JEADLY reptiles — but that's
not me telling you they are dangercus (even though
some of them definitely arel). You see, ‘deadly' for us
Blakfellas is how we describe something that's cool
or awssome. And every reptils in this book is totally
deadly!

Spotted o coloured word? Check out what it
means in the GLOSSARY at the end of the book!

For some mobs, these reptiles may also have a much
deeper meaning. An individual or family has their
own totem animal or plant, and must care for them
on Country. Totems are inhearited from the clan or
family group, and are often respected as ancestors.
My family totem is the Bigibila (echidna) so me and
vy Family care for it on Country. We don't ever sat
Bigibila and we help protect it when it's in danger.

It's about time that reptiles shared the limelight with
other animals that get more attention for baing
‘cuter and cuddlier. | happen to think reptiles are
super cute, and | hope that through this book you
will fall in love with them too.

When | was a young man, | dreamed of writing a
book like this, and showing everyone how amazing
reptiles are. The fact that you are now helding it in
your hands preves that amything is possible when
you put your mind to it.

So, what are you waiting for? Let this book inspire
the deadly scientist in you to go and find your
favourite reptile and chase your dreams, whatever
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DAWOOL/THOOWERNDEMANBEL

English name

Black-headed python

What does it look like?

Dawool is one of the prettiest snakes in the world

It has a light te dark brown body with darker bands
and a slender tail. lts sides are usually paler, making
the markings on the top of the snake more visible.
lts head and neck are glossy black

What malkes it QEADLY ?

Dawool is mainly necturnal, coming out at night to
hunt. But to get encugh energy to do that, during
the mornings and afterncons, it sticks its bladk
head and neck out of its burrow for a few hours to
generats enargy from the sun. This works just like o

solar panell

Favourite feeds

Daweool eats other snakes, lizards, small mommals,
birds and carrien Like other pythons, Dowoel is

a constrictor. |t coils around its prey, squeezing
tight until the heart stops baating, and then slowly
swallows the animal whole. Dawool also uses its

forked tongue to smell and find eggs to sat.

Predators and prey
Dawaol is eaten by dinges, and sccasionally
by Traditional Owners. Baby Dawool are

saten by larger snakes and birds of prey.
Unfortunately, due to their black hﬂud,

humans often don't spot Dawool 20000 ..

sunning themseles on roads and
accidentally drive over them.
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Measurements
Average length 1.7m,

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

You might be wondering why this animal has
two names in its traditional Language. This is
becouse there's a gendered difference! Gija
women call this animal Dawool, while Gija men
call it Thoowarndemanbsel.

How does it breed?

Dawool breeds in July to September with males
fighting over females. Mating lasts a long time,
sometimes up to 8 hours! Females lay up to 14 eggs
which are sticky from a special eoating devaloped
inside the mum. This helps keep them together so
none are lost. The females stay ceiled around the
eggs for 80 to 120 duyu..ﬁ.ﬂa’ I'Htc-l'ing the bobies
stay in their egg casing for a day or two, sating the
remaining 2gg yolk as their first meal

JARLUUNEUURRBARNDEGJI

English name
Ringed brown snake

maximum 80cm

What does it lock like?

Jarloongoorrbarndegji is pale grey, brown or reddish

brown with a black head and o cream neck band. It
has arange eyes, and 4 to 7 distinctive black bands

on its body.
What makes it DEADLY ?

Jarleongoorrbarndeg i lives across
Australia, except in Victoria and
Tasmania. Despite baing venomous,
the enly recorded bite was of a
young girl in 1987, and she only had
mild symptoms. lts venom is not as
potent as other brown snake species
Jarleongoorrbarndegji often hides in
spinifex grass te ambush its prey and
escape the extreme desert heat.

Favourite feeds
Jarleangoorrbarndegji feeds on lizards like skinks
and geckos, and small dragons. Deccasionally it also

aats mao mnmls Hl:ﬂ- EI'I'III“ mice.

Predators and prey

Like many smaller snakes, Jarloongoorrbarndag i
is often preyed on by larger reptiles like monitor
lizards, elapids like king brown snakes, and other
large snakes like black-headed pythons. Feral cats
and foxes also eat Jarloongoormbarndegji.

Maasurements
Average length 50cm,

Glja Country | Gija Languoge
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How does it breed?

Mot much is known about this species and

how tha-_.r bread. However, we do know that
Jarloongoorrbarndegji starts mating around early
October, and females |u1,r a clutch of up to B eggs.
Bakies hatch around 60 days later.

Conservation

Jarloongoorrbamdeg)ji is considered of least
concern, however in Mew South Wales it is
endongered and will likely become extinct

if nothing is done to protect it. Livestock are
destroying its habitat, and the feral species that like
to eat this snake have greatly impacted its numbers.
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WARU

English name Measurements
Green sea turtle Averoge shell length 95em,

maximum 153em
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What does it lock like? Predators and prey How does it breed? Conservation
Waru has yellow and green markings with a brown There are many threats to baby Waru. Female Waru dig a large hole in the sand at night Waru is endangered becouse of eating plastic,
shell, a serrated beok and strong, paddle-like Hatchlings are often picked off by sea to avoid pradators and the hot sun. This usually elimate change, habitat loss, ocean pollution and
flippers. birds, like qulls, as they make their way to eccurs between mid-October to late March, with getting tangled in fishing nets. The Traditional

the ocean for the first time. Crabs and peak nesting occurring in late December and early Ohwners in the Torres Stroit and northern Australia
What makes It“Ehuw ? other sea creatures also love to sat January. Waru will lay between 85 to 200 aggs are doing their best to protect Waru and its nesting
Waru always returns to the same beach whers it baby Waru. Large sharks, including on the very beach that she was born on, perhaps sites for future generations.
was born, and can weigh up to a massive 395kg - tiger sharks, eat adult Waru. Traditional 90 years earlier. She covers the hole with sand

and returns to the sea. After 50 to 70 days, the
hatehlings emarge from their nest and dash to

tI'IB Sad.

that's the weight of a grand pianc! Waru is a good Chemers alse eat Waru for cultural

sleeper and can doze on the ocean floor for 4 ta 7 reasons, but because they do not
hours ot a time. owverfish, this has no real effect

on the population.
Favourite feeds
When Waru is young it eats fish, but as the turtle
grows, its jaws change to suit eating algee and sea
grasses and it becomes a vegetarian. lts serrated
beak allows it to snap off pieces of dlgase that
grow on rocks and ocean buoys. Waru's ability to j
completely change its dist with age is absolutely eSS
deadly!
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Anindilyakwa Country | Anindilyakwa Language
English name

Spotted tree monitor

maximum 6lem

What does it look like?

This lizard is grey to brown with pale flecks and
spots. In the far nerth, Dirangka are black with white
and cream bands and dark-centred spots. Because
they live mostly in trees, its colours vary to match
the tree trunks of its Country. It has a white belly
ond long cylindrical tail In the western part of
Australia, it has a shiny yellow to orange throat that
helps it become camouflaged with the colour of the
tree branches.

What makes it ﬂflﬂ'u"’

Dirangka is pretty much a ninjal It can climb as

high as 4 metres and jump on its prey from a great
distance, much to the surprise of unsuspecting birds

Measurements
Average length 50cm,

Favourite feeds

Being smaller than other monitor lizards, Dirangka’s
pray is different to the larger species. Favourite
feeds include insacts like grosshoppers, moths and
cockroaches, and vertebrates like mics, geckos,
small skinks and birds. Because Dirangka is an
expart tree-climber it is also an expert nest raider,
sating both bird and reptile aggs. Occasionally
Dirangka eats carrion.

Predators and prey

A variety of animals liks to feast on Dirangka,
including birds of prey, large snakss and larger
monitor species.

How does it breed?

Dirangka breeds sarly in the dry season; and

6 wesks after mating, the female lays multiple
clute hes of up to 10 eggs in dry scil. Hatchlings
emarge 90 to 100 days later.
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Anindilyakwa Country | Anindilyakwa Languoge

YANGKAMARNINDANGWA

Measurements
Averoge length 1.3m,

maximum 1.8m

English name
Martharn brown snake
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What does it look like? A ; e h;;:"{"-.
Yangkamarnindangwa comes in many @85 j'.q"‘ l EA ST 53,%";
shades and has o black mouth like #4557 : ﬂMcEEﬁi
the black mamba in sub-Soharan 4% LAY P
Africa. It can be brown, with (8 e,
or without bands, or crange “'--.f‘,f“?ﬁ"*:“ iy
with a cream to orange belly
that sometimes alsa has pink

blotches. It has a black mouth ¥
and tongue. Its head and neck is
usually darker than its body, and
its snout and nestrils may be paler
than the rest of the head.

What makes it DEADLY 7
Yangkamarnindangwa can produce a big amount of
dangerous venom, but its fangs are quits small so
maost people who are bitten sxperience a painless

bite. Having said that, even with minimal pain

and na noticeable fang marks, any contact with
Yangkamarnindangwa needs medical attention.
Yangkamarnindangwa is also not the most toxic in
the brown snake family, se it uses both constriction
and venom to overpower its prey.

Favourite feeds

Yangkamarnindangwa is camiversus and loves

to eat lizards and small mommals like rodents.
Occasionally Yangkamarnindangwa will prey upon
its own kind.

Predators and prey

1II"J.'l'lvi]ln::urm:'l'irn:lurng'lllm'ﬂ is saten h'y Iurga manitor
lizards, dingos and feral cats. Young snakes are
eaten by birds of prey and other larger snakes.

How does it breed?

During the months of September to November,
males fight to win the right to maote with females.
Females search for hollows and shelters to Iu',r up to
14 eggs, which hatch around 60 days later.

Conservation

"I':ngl:umriru:lwngwu is ganamly considered of
least concern, but not arm-ugh research hos baen
done to truly know its status.
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YUGA-MAGA

English name Measurements
Broad-headed snake Averoge length 60cm,

maximum 90em

What does it lock like?

Yuga-maga is black with yellow scales, and irregular
bands and blotches in unique patterns. lts belly is
grey ta black, and its head is broad. Becousa of its

colouring and shape it's often confused with a baby
dismond python.

What makes it JEADLY ?
Yugo-maoga has unique markings — stripes, patches,
dots, thin lines — with no two snakes being the same.

Favourite feeds

Yuga-maga feeds mainly on velvet geckos,

and sccasionally on frags, small mammals and
invertebrates. It hides under rocky sandstone
outcrops to wait for its prey, then strikes with
lightning speed, using both venom and constriction
to kill its prey.

Predators and prey
Yuge: megelspredaters have bosnpocrly eccrdod  WHAT'S IN A NAME?

becauss of its low numbers.

The Yuin nome for this snoke was only recenthy
developed with Uncle Warren Foster becouse the
original Yuin nome was lost after colonisation.

How does it breed?

Yugo-maga starts to breed around March through e
te May. Females give birth to up to 8 live young in '1'|.|gu—mng?rrﬂn'm1dmfthmﬂ.nltup}rﬂwn?'
November to January, around 90 to 120 days after ~ Pecause this snake looks like a diamand python.
mating. Females only breed every second year.

We don't know why this is, but it could becauss

some years conditions are unsuitable.

Yuln Country | Yuln Language

Conservation

Yuga-maga is endangered, with the greatest threat
eoming from habitat destruction. The removal of
bush rock and sandstone for building development

has destroyed the population that was once found ""T-.;.'..,M#ﬂ:;_ﬁ;-".
across Gadigal Country, including along Warrang's iy

(Sydney) Darling Harbour foreshore. Scientists

tmd:ing "I'rugu—rrmgu taks pl'mtm to I-El-H"I'I]F'_.I'
individuals. This helps them understand how mamny of
these snakes are out thers.

91



