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Health Insurance – Overseas 
Student Health Cover (OSHC) 
 

Policy 
Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) is health insurance for 
international students and their dependants travelling with them (for 
example, spouses and children under 18 years old).  OSHC helps to cover 
some medical costs while studying in Australia. 
 
The Department of Home Affairs requires overseas students (and 
dependants travelling with them) to have purchased OSHC for the 
duration of their studies in Australia, before applying for an international 
student visa. Some exceptions may apply for students from Norway and 
Belgium under their country's Reciprocal Health Care Agreement with 
Australia. Further information is available at the Department of Home 
Affairs website. 
 
The cost of OSHC is additional to your tuition fees. You may choose to 
obtain your OSHC through any other government-approved provider. 
 
OSHC must be purchased before arrival in Australia and must be aligned 
with the student visa period. It is most important that your health cover 
does not lapse, an overseas student must never be without OSHC while in 
Australia. 
 

Where can I purchase OSHC? 
OSHC is offered by certain insurers under a Deed of Agreement with the 
Department of Health and Aged Care to provide adequate health 
insurance to students at a reasonable cost. Only a small number of 
registered health insurers offer OSHC: 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/when-reciprocal-health-care-agreements-apply-and-you-visit-australia?context=22481
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fresources%2Fcollections%2Foverseas-student-health-cover-oshc-resources&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tl6Z34zscIDxi%2F6BKpwR28U3CngosjgnPmPWQ41jqE0%3D&reserved=0


  
 

190 Hume Street | PO Box 2076 | EAST TOOWOOMBA   QLD   4350 | 07 4638 7999 | rmea.org.au | info@ruralmeded.org.au 
Page 2 of 3 

 

Health Insurer Insurer website 

ahm OSHC www.ahmoshc.com 

Allianz Care Australia 
(Peoplecare) 

www.allianzcare.com.au/en/student-visa-oshc.html 

BUPA Australia www.bupa.com.au/health-insurance/oshc 

CBHS International 
Health 

www.cbhsinternationalhealth.com.au/overseas-
students-oshc 

Medibank Private www.medibank.com.au 

NIB OSHC www.nib.com.au 

 
 
Further information about OSHC in Australia is available here. 
 
 

Students on Bridging Visa 
Students who are currently in Australia and studying towards a 
qualification while on a bridging visa, may be unable to claim against the 
Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) policy due to their bridging visa 
status and will need to make arrangement to obtain an Overseas Visitor 
Health Insurance (OVHC) policy. 
 
OVHC insurance policy is vital to ensure you are covered for medical 
events while the student visa application is being assessed. OVHC offers 
cover for those holding a bridging visa – it is generally able to be 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ahmoshc.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SUWpAVB56r65EfdGub%2F%2FjHareyO5eyGFblRpHCSG8Js%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allianzcare.com.au%2Fen%2Fstudent-visa-oshc.html&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mcVy%2FLD36SRWOhxVUxqpua%2BW2CZ2ZBFIaiggsMkJdRA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bupa.com.au%2Fhealth-insurance%2Foshc&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WMO7o6G5mDVzI9POE9D80kAI9NCmU32N7S9Xqct2SuI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbhsinternationalhealth.com.au%2Foverseas-students-oshc&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U226ncDTVlssYdUGHsNA1xbx1oB1P%2FBCZIO%2Fr1ZgM7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbhsinternationalhealth.com.au%2Foverseas-students-oshc&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U226ncDTVlssYdUGHsNA1xbx1oB1P%2FBCZIO%2Fr1ZgM7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.medibank.com.au%2FClient%2FStaticPages%2FOSHCHome.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IzzEDLaaVMm5sp9Y4EzCJQ%2FtTuIquwmF6%2Ba56jCrn8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nib.com.au%2Fhome%2Fnewtonib%2Foverseasstudents%2FPages%2Foverseasstudents.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan%40ruralmeded.org.au%7Ce095ddb2e78b46befc1908dbfbaa9405%7C50e4dccd83134a2da658edd09b6fb168%7C0%7C0%7C638380482287960433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3pQRFt%2BHLHOFTy46rr7FhBD2UIrWWUAZzH8dR2sk%2BO8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.privatehealth.gov.au/health_insurance/overseas/overseas_student_health_cover.htm
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purchased by the month (and cancelled when a student visa is granted) – 
meaning there is no significant cash outlay. 
 
Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) can only be used whilst on a 
student visa. Once a student visa is granted you can then start to claim 
on the OSHC policy. When a student visa is granted, the student should 
contact the OSHC insurer and move the OSHC policy to begin from the 
date of the student visa grant. 
 
OVHC plans have customisable cover levels – it is recommended at a 
minimum that you select a cover level which provides cover for the 
following items (these ensure the OSVC cover is the same as the OSHC 
policy). 
 

• In Hospital Costs 
• Ambulance Costs 
• Doctor’s (GP) Appointments 
• Out of Hospital Costs – Specialists and Medical tests etc. 

 
The lowest levels of OVHC cover generally do not cover Doctor 
appointments – therefore it is recommended you select cover which 
includes access to Doctor Visits. 
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